Dear Friends,
This past year reminded us that the work we do to educate and empower individuals to achieve a better life can come with its share of adversity.
The long list of challenges seems to grow each day: lack of economic opportunity and pervasive violence in our neighborhoods; statewide funding shortfalls for programs that support and transform lives; and policies and politics that are hostile toward immigrants all stand as threats to the community we serve.
But this is not a time for despair. Now more than ever, we must continually find hope as we adhere to our mission of working toward a more just, inclusive society.
in the spirit of hope, we're very pleased to share that in spite of the many obstacles 2016 presented, Erie Neighborhood House strengthened the lives of 5,500 participants last year -creating opportunities to excel in school, develop valuable life skills, prepare for success in the workplace and become leaders both at home and in the community.
We invite you in this report to hear the voices of Erie House community members-from participants who have overcome enormous adversity, to board members, staff, and volunteers who help facilitate change every day through their passion and dedication.
These voices of hope inspire us, and we're confident they will inspire you as well.
And of course, none of this could happen without you: our diverse network of funders, community partners and individual donors whose support and collaborative action make our work possible. We feel so grateful for the critical role you have played to further our mission, and we're eager to continue partnering with you as we build stronger, more vibrant communities together. 
Kirstin chernawsky patricia Gayton perez

Highlights
• 100% high school graduation rate for students in TEAM mentoring program for at-risk youth.
• National council of La Raza (NcLR), the nation's largest Hispanic civil rights and advocacy organization, honored Erie House with Midwest Affiliate Award for second consecutive year.
• 96% of children in Little village READs program advanced an entire grade level in reading.
• 186 volunteers provided hands-on tutoring and support to adult learners through the community Literacy program.
• 673 community residents received affordable housing information, resources and support from the Buen HoGAR program.
• citizenship & immigration earned recognition from the Board of immigration Appeals for its clinic in Little village.
What we do
At the core of our organization are the people and families within Erie Neighborhood House and in those communities we serve. We advance our members in three key areas: We are deeply grateful to friends and partners that support our work to provide better education, greater employment opportunities and more productive lives for thousands of people. your generous gifts are crucial in strengthening the fabric of families, communities and our society-one person at a time. 
